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Abstract 
 
Over the past 20 years, there have been dramatic changes in the world. These changes 
have been spurred by new technologies, global competitiveness and market demands, and 
have required a new interpretation of the discipline of reliability and the role of the 
reliability engineer in the development of products and systems. 
 
This presentation introduces the changes that have occurred and how reliability 
engineering must change to keep pace with the changes and add value to the product 
development process. Advances in design-for-reliability (DfR), reliability capability 
maturity, virtual qualification and prognostics are some of the reliability topics that will 
be discussed. 
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